
Dear Parents, 
 

Greetings from West Leyden!  I appreciate the work your 

students have done this year, and the continual support 

you provide.  As we work together, we can impact the 

learning of the students.  On Tuesday, October 18, we in-

vite all to take part in our Parent/Teacher Conferences.  

Please take the opportunity to come and meet with your 

student’s teachers.  The following information will help 

plan your visit: 

The conferences will take place in the West Leyden 

field house. 

Two sessions will be held:  1:00 to 4:00 and 5:00 to 

8:30 p.m. 

Drop-in visits are welcome; priority will be given to 

appointments. 

Appointments can be made by calling 847-451-3122. 

Spanish interpreters will be available on  first-come, 

first-served basis. 

Guidance Counselors and Social Workers will be on 

hand to answer your questions. 

The Parents’ Club will have membership and spirit 

wear tables at the field house entrance. 

If your student received an F in any class, you are 

invited to meet with a member of the administra-

tion in room 073 at 3:00 p.m. or 8:00 pm.  Strate-

gies for success will be discussed.  

Parents, thank you for your support!  I appreciate all you 

do for your student and our school.  I look forward to see-

ing you on October 18. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Wilford D. Wagner 

Principal 

Letter from the Principal 

Dates to Remember: 
 

September 5 Labor Day (No School) 
September 6 Market Day Pickup 4:00 p.m. W-SDR 
September 10 ACT Test 7:30 a.m. 
September 13 NCAA Clearinghouse Night 
  6:30 p.m., East Room 152 
September 15 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
September 21 Progress Reports Mailed to Parents 
September 22 Staff Football Game 6:15 p.m.  
  West Football Field 
  Homecoming Pep Assembly 7:30 p.m.  
  West Field House 
September 23 Homecoming Football Game 
  Leyden vs Hinsdale South 
  Sophomores @ 5:00 p.m. West Campus 
  Varsity @ 7:30 p.m. West Campus 
September 24 Homecoming Dance 7:00—10:30 p.m. 
  East Field House 
September 27 Triton Future Focus 
  7:00 p.m. Triton College 
October 1 SAT Test (Off-Site) 
October 3-4 Student Directed Play  
  W-Eagle’s Wing 3:30 p.m.  
October 4 Market Day Pickup  4:00 p.m. W-SDR 
October 6 Student of the Month Breakfast 
  7:00 a.m. W-Eagle’s Wing 
October 7 Institute Day (No Student Attendance) 
October 10 Columbus Day (No School) 
October 12 PSAT 7:35 a.m. W-Eagle’s Wing 
October 13 Board of Education Meeting 8:00 p.m. 
October 18 No Classes 
  Parent/Teacher Conferences, 1-4 p.m., 

  5-8:30 p.m., W-Field House 
  Progress Reports Distributed 
October 20 PLAN Test/All Sophomores 
  Fall Choral Concert 7:00 p.m. E-Aud 
October 22 ACT Test 7:30 a.m.  
October 25 ASVAB Testing   
October 26 Fall Instrumental Concert 7:00 p.m. 
  E-Aud 
October 27 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
October 28-29; Fall Play—Dracula  7:00 p.m. W-Aud 
November 4-5  
 

REMINDER:  Every Wednesday is an Inservice Schedule 
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We hope the school year is off to a good start for both you and your student. Here are a few more helpful reminders 

as we get settled in to our routines. Yes, Leyden has a dress code. They always have had one. Remember back in the days 

when young ladies could only wear dresses and skirts to school? Well, we certainly have come a long way from that, how-

ever, students often forget that dressing for the school environment is different than dressing for parties, the beach, going out 

with friends or just plain lounging around at home. What might be fashionable isn’t always the thing to wear at school. The 

dress code is instilled to assure a safe and educational environment. 

 

DRESS -The beginning of the school year often brings daily temperature changes. Some days will be hot, other days will be cool-

er, and some times it will even be cold. We ask that you take the time to talk about appropriate school dress with your son or 

daughter. Wearing low cut, thin strap, short tops or blouses or very short skirts is not appropriate dress for school.  While this 

might be alright for the beach or a night out with friends, it disrupts the educational atmosphere of the building. This is also true 

for clothes with excessive holes that allow underwear to show through, boxer shorts or other underwear showing out from under 

jeans. T-shirts and shirts without sleeves are a part of this group also. We ask that parents and students pay attention to pictures, 

design and wording on shirts also. If it has a reference to drugs, alcohol etc., the shirt should not be worn to school. Students who 

are inappropriately dressed will be sent to the Deans’ Office for a dean rental t-shirt or will be required to call parents for a change 

of clothing.  For the sake of the safety of your child and others in the building, please be aware that the color combinations of pink 

and black, as well as yellow/gold and black may not be worn. Hats may not be worn in the building and must be worn straight for-

ward when on school property. As stated in the handbook, other items not necessarily named here may also be deemed inappropri-

ate if it is a disruption to the educational process. 

 

ELECTRONICS – In this day and age almost everyone has a cell phone.  Although we understand the possible need for your son 

or daughter to carry a cell phone, please be aware that phones may not be on, in use, or visible during the course of the school 

day.  Those who are in Guided Study or BIC will not be allowed to use their phones until after the end of those sessions.  
Students are here to learn, not to talk on the phone or text message others while in class. Camera phones are absolutely prohibited. 

This is a necessary measure to protect the integrity of class work, exams, as well as a protection of privacy. In an emergency, if 

you should urgently need to reach your son or daughter, please do not contact their cell phones during the course of the school day. 

Feel free to contact the Deans’ Office, and we will get a message to them and have them return your call. 

 

The use of other electronics (MP3 players, iPods, CD players, etc.) is also prohibited in the school building during school hours, 

unless authorized for use in a classroom by the classroom teacher. However, before leaving that particular classroom, the electron-

ic equipment should be turned off and put away. Use in other areas is strictly prohibited. The cost of such equipment is high. Stu-

dents are encouraged to leave these items at home. Leyden is not responsible for any loss or thefts that may occur. We would like 

the students to be ―connected‖ to the classroom, not their iPods while in class.   

 

Any inappropriate or unauthorized use of cell phones or other electronics will result in consequences from the Deans’ Office. 

 

GANG ACTIVITY - Last but not least, we often have parents inquiring about how to identify whether or not their sons or daugh-

ters are involved in gang activity. As Deans, we encourage you to make an appointment to meet with us so that we can sit down 

and talk with you.  We are more than willing to work through these and any other situations with you.  All parents want their chil-

dren to be happy, healthy and successful.  We want the same things for them and will do whatever we can to support you and your 

children. 

 

HOME ACCESS – We encourage all parents to sign up for HOME ACCESS. This allows parents to get all student information 

regarding attendance, grades and assignments on line. It can be accessed from any computer that is connected to the internet. In 

addition, if we have your e-mail address, you will be notified by e-mail each day that your student is absent from school. These e-

mails will be automatically sent out at the end of each day.         

        Mr. Ruettiger & Mrs. Sremaniak 

 

WELCOME TO THE DEANS’ CORNER 
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 As you work with your student here are some important patterns to set: 

  

  
  

Attendance: 
It is important that your student be in 
school every day. PLEASE do not plan 
vacations during school time. Our stu-
dents only have school for 174 days. 
That means they are off for 191 days. 
As a school, we would like to have 95% 
attendance this year. If you are strug-
gling getting your student to school, 
please call your counselor for support. 

  
  

  

Homework: 
A daily homework schedule needs to 
be established. Each student should do 
homework at least two hours a day. 
One hour could come during school 
(study hall, guided study, ACCESS, 
11th period, 0 period) and one hour 
should be done at home. A common 
excuse students use is “I don’t have 
any.” If that excuse is used, have them 
read for one hour. The environment 
should be such that there is complete 
quiet so the student can concentrate. 
As a parent, I would sit down at the 
beginning of each semester, set goals 
with my student, and then help them 
be accountable. Daily homework com-
pletion will help bring academic suc-
cess. 

  

  
  

Grades: 
NO student should receive an F.  Please 
monitor your student’s grades and 
work with the individual teachers to be 
able to give your student the needed 
support. Together let’s set high expecta-
tions for each of our students. 

  
  
 
 

Involvement: 
Encourage your student to get involved 
in a school activity. They can participate 
in music, sports, drama, the arts, and 
many different clubs that currently ex-
ist. We have found that students that 
are involved do better in school. 

  
   

  

  
Obstacles: 
If you find an obstacle presents itself 
that is hindering the progress of your 
student, do not hesitate to contact the 
school.  TOGETHER we can work mir-
acles in the lives of students. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Please remember to notify the Assistant Principal’s office if your address or telephone number changes.  It is 

important to have current information on file in case of an emergency.   This will also help to avoid any delay 

in receiving your mail.  

         Dr. Tatiana Bonuma, Assistant Principal 
 

Mensaje Importante del Subdirector 

Por favor recuerde que es muy importante notificar al subdirector si hay algún cambio en su dirección o 

número de teléfono.  Es indispensable tener información actual en nuestros archivos en caso de una emergen-

cia.  Esto también ayudará a que usted reciba su correo a tiempo.    

         Dr. Tatiana Bonuma, Subdirectora 

ATTENTION PARENTS!  
Access to Your Student’s 
Information Now Available 
on the Web 

Leyden’s Home Access Center 
(HAC) website is still up and 
running.  The Home Access Cen-
ter allows parents, guardians, and 
students to view student schedules, attendance infor-
mation, class assignments, ongoing grades, progress 
reports, report cards, standardized test scores, and reg-
istration information.  In addition, parents and guardi-
ans can sign up to receive daily attendance email alerts 
and weekly grade email alerts.  All parents and guardi-
ans that receive report cards will automatically be is-
sued a username and password for the system.  Letters 
will be mailed home with the account information 
shortly after the school year begins. 

Once you have your account information, visit the 
Leyden web site at http://www.leyden212.org and 
click on the Home Access Center link.  Technical as-
sistance for this web site can be obtained by calling 
Leyden’s Technology Department at 847-451-3191. 
 

SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 

The number to call for school closing 

information is 847-289-4650. 
 

 
FERTILIZATION 

The groundsmen at Leyden High Schools 
will fertilize October 31 -- November 6, 
2011.   

All areas will be marked with flags once 
they are completed.  We cannot give an 
exact date because of weather conditions.  

SCHOOL ABSENCES 

If your student will be absent, the 

number to call is 847-451-3100.  

 
STUDENT PLANNERS 

At book pick up, each student was 

given a student planner to help them 

better organize their day.  The planner 

also contains a wealth of information 

including our calendar of events, basic 

information about Leyden, and the 

Code of Conduct. 

 

We also believe that this will be another tool we can 

use to communicate with you about your student’s 

progress.  Please encourage your student to use it 

wisely; items written down tend to get done! 

 

Each teacher will ask the students to write down their 

daily assignment so that parents know what to expect. 

 
SEX OFFENDER INFORMATION 

Illinois law (PA 94-0994) requires schools to notify 

parents that information on sex offenders, registered in 

Illinois, can be found through the Illinois Sex Offend-

er Registry (I-SOR) at www.isp.state.il.us/sor.  Please 

use this website to make yourself aware of sex offend-

ers who are registered in the Leyden area. 

http://www.isp.state.il.us/sor
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Please support Market Day Food Sales! 

 
Market Day is a food cooperative that is run as a monthly school fundraiser.   The West Leyden Parents’ Club 

and the school club who works the sale receive a profit from your orders.  Please support our efforts on behalf 

of your students by ordering.  Forms can be picked up in the main office and turned back in by 9/27/11 or you 

can order online at www.marketday.com by 9/30/11. The food quality is outstanding.  Many products are 

made by major name brands that we all know, like Kraft, Quaker Oats, and Sara Lee. 

 

The online system is very convenient.  The first time you use it you will chose a name and password.  Be sure 

to enter our school code 7766.  You are able to view the entire product line and make your selections.  There 

are two more benefits to entering your order over the internet:  there is a clearance section where you can find 

some excellent bargains, and you can pay for your order with a credit card.   

 

Pick–up is on October 4, 2011, between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. In the event that you will not be able to pick up 

your order, please call Sharon Budzon at 847-451-3122 to make arrangements to pre-pay (if you haven’t al-

ready done so online).  We will put your food in the cafeteria freezer and hold it for you to pick up. 

 

Thanks for your support! 

ASBESTOS NOTICE 
 

The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), Public Law 99-519, required the 

Environmental Protection Agency to develop regulations providing a comprehensive frame-

work for addressing asbestos problems in public schools.  A major requirement for local edu-

cation agencies was to develop a management plan and submit such plan to the State of Illi-

nois Department of Public Health. 

 

Prior to October 12, 1988, Leyden High Schools submitted such a plan which was accepted by the Illinois De-

partment of Public Health on May 17, 1989.  This notice is to inform all persons occupying the building that 

management plans are available for review at both East and West Leyden.  The plan for each respective school 

will be located in the Principal’s office and can be read or reviewed by calling the Principal’s office.  Only 

those portions of the plan directly relating to the particular school are at the individual building.  If you wish to 

read an entire copy of the AHERA Management Plan for East and West Leyden, you may contact the business 

office in the East Leyden building or call 847-451-3017 to make arrangements to review the plan. 

 

Inherent in the management plans for each building is a review of procedures that will be followed relating to 

asbestos and its removal or control at both East and West Leyden.  Continued inspections will be maintained at 

both schools and the results of such inspections may be made available upon written request to all occupants of 

these buildings. 

http://www.marketday.com


CAREER FAIR AND BUSINESS EXPO 
Mark your calendar for the Leyden Career Fair and Business Expo 

on Wednesday, November 2, 2011, in the Farina Field House at 

East Leyden High School from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.  This event is 

open to students, parents, community members, and local busi-

nesses.  There is no charge to participate.  Learn about local busi-

nesses and the opportunities they have for qualified candidates—

seasonal, part-time, and full-time positions.  For more information about the Leyden Career Fair and Busi-

ness Expo, contact the Leyden Career Education Office at 847-451-3031 or fbrady@leyden212.org. 

Things You Should Know... 
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PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES  
 

It’s not too early to mark your calendar to attend this important event.  The fall con-

ferences will occur on Tuesday, October 18, 2011.  There will be no classes for stu-

dents on this day.  The entire event will take place in the field house from 1:00 to 4:00 

p.m. and 5:00 to 8:30 p.m.  It is at this event that you will have the opportunity to 

have up to a 10 minute meeting to specifically discuss the progress of your son or 

daughter.  More information will be mailed to you at a later date. 

EVENING COUNSELOR HOURS  

A counselor will be available on the following Wednesdays from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You may call 847-451-

3138 or 847-451-3160 to speak with a counselor during this time. 

 

   September 7, 14, 21, 28 

   October 5, 12, 19, 26 

   

In addition, a social worker will be available the evenings of September 7, 14, 21 and October 5, 12, 19. 

VISION/HEARING SCREENINGS 
Vision and hearing screening will be done, as mandated, for all special education and 

transfer students during the months of October and November.  Vision and hearing 

screening is not a substitute for a complete vision (eye) and hearing evaluation by a 

doctor.  Your child is not required to undergo this vision and hearing screening if a 

medical professional has screened them within the past 12 months and a signed report 

is on file at the school health office.  Vision and hearing screening is not an option; if 

a vision or hearing examination report is not on file at the school, and your child is 

in the mandated group, they will be screened.  

mailto:fbrady@leyden212.org
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BE GOOD TO YOUR TEXTBOOKS 

Students are responsible for the textbooks that were checked out to them during book pick-up. 
The bar code on each book tells us the exact book that each student has checked out.  

Students who do not return the book that was checked out to them, or who return it damaged, 
will be responsible for the full replacement cost of the book.  With the average cost of a book at 
roughly $98, this cost could be significant for those who are careless. 

Students will also be assessed a $5 fee if the bar code on the textbook is removed or damaged.  
This $5 fee will also apply to students who need a replacement I.D. 

Leyden enjoys one of the lowest registration fees in the state.  Many of our neighboring school 
districts pay three times as much for their books and fees.  Therefore, we owe it to all the tax-
payers in the community to take care of these books.  Please make sure your student does his or 
her part. 

 
MILITARY RECRUITERS’ REQUEST FOR STUDENT DIRECTORY INFORMATION  

The Leyden High Schools are periodically asked by military recruiters to supply student 
directory information.  It has been a long-standing Board policy to not supply such infor-
mation.  However, the provisions of the ―No Child Left Behind Act‖ require all school dis-
tricts receiving Title I funding to release secondary school student names, addresses, and 
phone numbers to military recruiters.  

 
Since Leyden High School District 212 receives Title I funding, we will comply with requests for student di-
rectory information made by the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard.  Please know that the law 
also provides the option for secondary school students or their parents to request that their student directory 
information not be released by the school district to recruiters of the military services.  Therefore, if you would 
like to have your name removed from the student directory for the purpose of military recruitment, please noti-
fy Ms. Marijana Uremovic, Guidance Counselor, in writing no later than Monday September 12, 2011. 
 

PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW   

In accordance with the ESEA Section 1111(h)(6) PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW, the Leyden High School District 212 is 

notifying every parent that you have the right and may request information regarding the professional qualifications of 

your child’s classroom teacher.  This information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s classroom 

teachers includes, at a minimum, the following: 

 

Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which 

the teacher provides instruction. 

Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or 

licensing criteria have been waived. 

The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and 

the field of discipline of the certification or degree. 

Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

 

You may also view certification information on any teacher at the Illinois State Board of Education Web site 

www.isbe.net. 

 

If at any time your child has been taught in a Title I funded class for four or more consecutive weeks by a teacher not 

highly qualified, the school will notify you. 

 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Dr. Robert H. Johnson, Assistant Superintendent, at 847-451-3021. 

http://www.isbe.net


What is the “Parents’ Club” and  

       “How Can I Be Involved?” 

How can I get involved in my student’s high school?  It’s easy — join the West Leyden Par-

ents’ Club.  All members of the board are volunteer parents who have students who attend 

West Leyden.  We all work well together to accomplish the purpose of the club which is to 

raise money for awards and scholarships for our students.  

 

Market Day — This is a great opportunity for the community and that also helps the 

school.  If you are interested in getting to know a little more about Market Day, how to 

order, what the school code is, pick up dates, etc., check out page 5 in this newsletter, 

or contact Sharon Budzon at 847 -451-3122. 

Spirit Wear —The Parents’ Club sells the coolest Leyden apparel around!  Looking for a t-

shirt or sweatshirt for your student, look no further.  Spirit Wear will be sold at the 

following events:  all home football games —August 26, September 16, September 23, 

October 7, and October 21.  We will also have a table at the Open House on August 30 

and Parent/Teacher Conferences on October 18.  If you see something in the display 

case that you are interested in or have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Dar-

lene Trevino at 708 -932 -7476.  Arrangements will be made so that you will get that 

Spirit Wear item.  Parents, think about Christmas gifts for your students — all items can 

be folded to fit into a stocking.   

Membership — Please join the Parents’ Club.  If you join the family plan ($10), you will 

receive a West Leyden Planner free!  

The Parents’ Club works with the school administrators, teachers, and staff members to 

help make Leyden a better place.  A couple of examples of the extra things we support 

are the “Empty Bowls” event and the concession stand for all home football games.  If 

there is a function being held at school and the Parents’ Club can help out, we are there.  

Our board is a wonderful group of individuals who want “What’s Best for the Kids of Ley-

den!” 

 

Stop by and talk to us — if you are interested in our club and want what is best for the 

kids.  We need you!!  
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ALL KIDS HEALTHCARE PROGRAM 

The All Kids program offers many 

Illinois children comprehensive 

healthcare that includes doctors 

visits, hospital stays, prescription 

drugs, vision care, dental care and 

medical devices like eyeglasses 

and asthma inhalers. Some families pay monthly 

premiums for the coverage, but rates for middle-

income families are significantly lower than they 

are on the private market. 

All Kids covers children who need health insur-

ance.  Some families who pay for private health 

insurance may qualify for help to pay their pre-

miums. 

FamilyCare covers parents living with their 

children age 18 or younger.  FamilyCare also 

covers grandparents or other relatives who are 

raising children in place of their parents.  Some 

families who pay for private health insurance 

may qualify for help to pay their premiums. 

Moms and Babies covers pregnant women and 

their babies. 

For more information, or to apply online, please 

visit www.allkids.com or call 1-866-AllKids (1-

866-255-5437).  If you use a TTY, call 1-877-

204-1012. 
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Triton College conducts FREE classes in English as a 

Second Language at East Leyden.  The sessions start 

in August and January.  All classes are held in the 

evening and are open to all students/adults where Eng-

lish is not their first language. Those interested should 

call Triton College at 708-456-0300, ext. 3513.  Call 

before the start of classes for information on the en-

rollment process. 

 

Triton College and East Leyden High School have 

been working together to offer affordable and innova-

tive classes in our community.   For additional infor-

mation on classes held at East Leyden High School, 

please contact Triton College, Continuing Education 

Department at 708-456-0300, ext. 3500 for details and 

registration. 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
This is a reminder to all 

families who participate in 

the free and reduced lunch 

p r o g r a m  t h a t  a  n e w 

a p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t  b e 

s u b m i t t e d  b y  F r i d a y , 

September 23, 2011, in order 

to continue in the program.  

If a new application is not received by that 

date, you student will revert back to a paid 

status.  Applications are available in the main 

office and student cafeteria. 

tel:708.456.0300%2C%20ext.%203500
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Homecoming Weekend 2011 

 

Thursday, September 22 

6:15 p.m. East vs. West Staff Game 

7:30 p.m. Pep Rally at West Campus 
 

Friday, September 23 

7:30 p.m. Varsity Football Game and  

Alumni Gathering at West Campus  
 

Saturday, September 24 

7:00ɭ10:30 p.m. Homecoming Dance  

East Field House 

 

 

Save the Date! 

Leyden High Schools  

presents 

Homecoming 2011 

Fall Choral Concert 
Thursday, October 20 
7:00 p.m. East Leyden Auditorium 
The Leyden Concert Choirs, Bel Canto Chorale, A Capella and Varsi-

ty Choirs, Chamber Singer, GraceNotes, Unresolved, First Ending, 

and Showchoir will perform their annual Fall Concert on Thursday, 

October 20, in the East Leyden Auditorium.  Free Admission!  
 

Orchestra Halloween Concert 
Wednesday, October 26 
7:00 p.m. East Leyden Auditorium 
Leyden students, staff, and families are invited to enjoy an exciting 

evening of sights and sounds as the Leyden  Bands and Orchestra 

present their annual Halloween Concert.  The concert will feature 

themes of heroes, villains, movie soundtracks, and other themed mu-

sic complete with costumed performers.  Join us on Wednesday,  

October 26, at 7:00 p.m. in the East Leyden Auditorium.  
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The frightening Count Dracula is coming this Fall to the Leyden stage! 

  

Adapted by William McNulty from the famous novel by Bram Stoker, Count Dracula is the hor-

rific story of a new transplant to town that has all the ladies a-flutter.  One by one they fall sick, 

as Count Dracula takes them all under his spell, much to the disappointment of Doctor Van Hel-

sing.  Not for the faint of heart, Dracula is sure to have you screaming!  Please join us October 

28, 29 and November 4, 5 in the West Leyden Auditorium at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $3.00 for adults 

and $2.00 for students.   Find us at www.leyden212.org/finearts for more information and 'like' 

LEYDEN THEATER on Facebook for daily updates on auditions, opportunities to get involved 

and ticket information.    

http://www.leyden212.org/finearts
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POSTMASTER:   PLEASE DELIVER BY SEPTEMBER 9, 2011 


